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Sarah Lanzo 
City Clerk 
City of Lockport 
1 Locks Plaza # M14 
Lockport, NY 14094 
 
RE: Request for Proposals – Best Use of Compost Plant 
 
Dear Sarah Lanzo: 
 
Solar Liberty is pleased to submit this proposal, in partnership with our Power Purchase Agreement financing 
partner DSD Connect, regarding the Best Use of Compost Plant RFP and would be honored to become the partner 
of choice on this exciting opportunity. We confirm that all elements of the proposal have been read and 
understood and Solar Liberty agrees to be bound by the terms of the quote. We would like to note that all 
financial information, pricing, site plans/designs and the commissioning procedure are confidential and 
proprietary.  
 
Solar Liberty provides an unparalleled understanding of how to develop solar projects and knowledge to navigate 
the idiosyncrasies of each customer’s needs. We have a tremendous amount of experience working on various 
projects. This experience best positions our team to ensure a successful installation for the City of Lockport. The 
following pages detail our qualifications to design, construct, install, finance, operate, maintain, and 
decommission the solar photovoltaic (PV) system. In teaming with Solar Liberty, you will benefit from: 
 

• 20+ years of experience in solar engineering, procurement, and construction development. 
o Development of over 350MW worth of solar PV with over 4,500 project installations.  

• Utilization of cutting-edge technology with industry leading Tier-1 products. 
• In-house staff to handle the full turnkey development process.  
• Local service for operations and maintenance out of our Buffalo, NY offices and warehouse.  

 
We are confident that our proposal meets the City of Lockport’s highest standards, and that our experience and 
deployment plan clearly differentiate us from other solar energy developers. Thank you for this opportunity to 
present our qualifications.  
 
Very truly yours, 
 
______________________ 
Adam K. Rizzo – President 
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Solar Liberty Information  
 Solar Liberty Energy Systems, Inc.  

6500 Sheridan Drive, Suite 120 
Buffalo, NY 14221 

 716.634.3780 | info@solarliberty.com 
 
Since our inception in 2003, Solar Liberty has been continually expanding and reinvesting in New York State. Our 
focus is on solar energy, while utilizing proprietary equipment and processes. Solar Liberty’s business model of 
inhouse engineering, full-time solar crews, and strict attention to detail leverages innovation and solar industry 
expertise to install, own, operate and maintain PV systems, with lower costs and more value-added services than 
our competition. Solar Liberty is licensed in NYS and the organization is owned and operated by brothers, Adam 
and Nathan Rizzo.  
 
Solar Liberty is a turnkey solar energy developer, which means we handle all aspects of solar electric installations 
from concept through ownership. We believe our approach sets us apart from other solar installation companies 
and enables us to provide a value-added service to our customers that are second-to-none. The record number of 
installations, coupled with the number of pleased repeat customers, is a testament to our attention to detail. We 
consistently execute a finely tuned systematic approach from the initial sale of a project and its in-house design, 
right through to the completed installation and ownership. 
 
With over 4,500 solar PV systems installed, we have learned through experience both the idiosyncrasies that are 
inherent to every application, and the similarities that foster an efficient process built over the last 20 years in 
New York State. NYSERDA and the Department of Energy awarded the “Outstanding Achievement Award” to 
Solar Liberty for being the Largest Solar Electric Installer in New York State. In 2008, Inc. Magazine recognized 
Solar Liberty as the fifth fastest growing private company in the United States energy sector and the number one 
fastest growing solar energy company in the country. In 2018, Solar Power World recognized Solar Liberty as the 
#1 “Top Solar Contractor” in New York State. In addition, we recently received the distinction of “Quality Solar 
Installer” by NYSERDA. The entire Solar Liberty team is committed to promoting energy independence through 
the widespread installation of grid-tied PV solar energy systems. 
 
As a large volume purchaser of solar equipment from top-tier manufacturers, Solar Liberty has the ability to 
negotiate the best pricing and pass the savings along to their customers. Solar Liberty has installed and distributed 
more than 325 megawatts of solar (over 1,000,000 panels) to date and that number continues to grow every day. 
In addition, our sister company’s proprietary solar panel mounting solution, DynoRaxx, is one of the “go to” 
mounting solutions for solar installers throughout the entire United States. Designed and patented by our Vice 
President, Nathan Rizzo, DynoRaxx has allowed Solar Liberty to become vertically integrated for maximum 
efficiency and quality control with our racking systems. 
 
Dedicated to being a leader in the solar energy sector, Solar Liberty draws on New York State resources and is 
committed to creating New York State jobs. The majority of our talented team of engineers and office personnel 
has graduated from New York State colleges and universities. Simultaneously, our installation teams represent the 
perfect example of transforming traditional blue-collar trades into modern green-collar professionals while 
producing a new skill set for the future. 
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Office & Staff 
Solar Liberty currently has 86 full- and part-time employees that are all dedicated to growing solar power across 
New York State and its surrounding areas. Below is the contact information for all Solar Liberty employees: 
 

Headquarters: 
6500 Sheridan Dr., Suite 120  
Buffalo, NY 14221  
P: (716) 634-3780  
F: (716) 634-3756  

Fed Tax ID: 20-0242309  
NYSERDA Installer ID: 4116 
Ownership Structure: S-Corporation  
Web: www.solarliberty.com  
NABCEP Certification: 031310-187 

 
Solar Liberty staff routinely carries out the following services: 
 

• Financing- Adam Rizzo (President)  
o Solar Liberty internally funds and has multiple established relationships with a variety of financial 

entities that fund PPAs, leases and the procurement of solar electric systems. We work as a 
conduit between our customer and financial partner to ensure successful funding of projects at 
the agreed to cost. 

• Engineering – Nathan Rizzo (Vice President/NABCEP Certified) and Lance Lombardo (Lead Electrical 
Engineer/NABCEP Certified)  

o Our in-house engineering staff completes all mechanical and electrical related designs. 
• Project Management- Carter Powell (Senior Project Manager) 

o Organize on-going meetings with all stakeholders to ensure an adherence to agreed to milestones 
and timelines. 

o Responsible for securing all permits, environmental assessments, and approvals from involved 
AHJ agencies and the utility. 

o All third-party inspections (ex: Professional Engineering services). 
• Procurement/ Warehousing- Brian Leiser (Warehouse Manager) 

o Solar Liberty will procure and warehouse all the materials required for the solar arrays we install. 
This includes, but is not limited to, solar panels, inverters, racking/ mounting systems, wiring, 
grounding mechanisms, and all other Balance of System components. 

o We have a 65,000 sq. ft. warehouse located in Buffalo, NY. 
• Construction- Aaron Caccamise (Construction Manager) 

o Solar Liberty has five solar installations and electrical teams to deploy.  
 We are in the process of hiring several more teams. 

o We will partner with various companies as dictated by the project scope and application. For 
example, a common partner to Solar Liberty is Allegro Power, a leader in solar installations. 

o We arrange all the construction equipment necessary for the site. 
• Safety – Joe Vigneron (Safety Officer) 

o Solar Liberty’s Safety Officer is a certified OSHA 500 instructor who requires that all Solar Liberty 
field staff are OSHA 30 certified and provides ongoing safety training at our weekly safety 
meetings. 
 

• Operations and Maintenance – Colosimo (Service Coodinator) 
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o As a New York based company with teams deployed throughout the state, Solar Liberty is a local 
service provider to anywhere in the State. 

o Our dedicated team is involved with the ongoing operational and maintenance support of over 
4,000 solar installations in New York State. Our Operations and Maintenance team consists of 
mechanical engineers, electrical engineers, system performance monitoring technicians, 
electricians, installers, and customer support staff.  
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Case Studies 
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DSD Connect Statement of Qualifications  
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Project Proposal 
Site Plan 
 
Solar Liberty is proposing the construction of a 3,748.4kW ground mounted solar array to maximize the use of the 
parcel designated by the RFP.  
 
The vast financial benefits of this project are outlined in detail in the Financial Proposal section. The City of 
Lockport can enter into a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) or lease the land.  
 
The system looks to utilize a Point of Interconnection to the southeast of the array. This was determined to be the 
most viable Point of Interconnection after review of NYSEG’s hosting capacity map. These power lines have the 
most capacity in the area to take on the large electric production of a solar installation of this magnitude.  
 
As a full Engineering, Procurement, and Construction (EPC) developer, Solar Liberty is quoting the full turn-key 
construction of this project.  
 
This quote and Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) price does not include any NYSEG interconnection/CESIR study 
fees. It only includes the interconnection application fee. Interconnection costs will be determined by a full CESIR 
study, which will impact the final cost if there are upgrade costs required for interconnection.  
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Project Proposal 
Solar Module and Inverter Details 

 
AC System Size: 3,758.4kW  
DC System Size: 2,700kW 
Year-One Production Estimate: 4,728,556kWh 
 
Solar Module Manufacturer: Hanwha Q Cell 
Solar Module Model: Q.Peak Duo XL-G11.3/BFG 
Solar Module Quantity: 6,480 
 
Inverter Manufacturer: CPS Chint 
Inverter Model: SCH100KTL-DO 
Inverter Quantity: 27 
 
The installation includes a 20ft wide, 2,035ft long access road (noted in orange on the site plan) that 
leads to the Lockport Wastewater Treatment Plant. This is also where we are proposing for a point of 
interconnection as, according to NYSEG’s hosting capacity maps as of the time of this RFP submission, 
has the best utility infrastructure to handle this interconnection. This is NYSEG Feeder 3200403. The 
system would be surrounded by an agricultural fence to protect the system from wildlife.  
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Logistics and Operations 
 
Below is an example Gantt chart for the development of a project of this scope. This is an example to 
give an expected timeline. The actual timeline will be dependent on actual project award dates and is 
subject to change based on market fluctuation. A system of this size can realistically take approximately 
17 months from signed contract to final completion.  
 
A full-sized example is attached at the end of this document.  
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Financial Proposal 
 
Solar Liberty, in partnership with DSD Connect, is pleased to submit our proposal for a 20-year Power 
Purchase Agreement (PPA) with the City of Lockport. This PPA presents a unique opportunity for the City 
of Lockport to leverage renewable energy while achieving significant cost savings and sustainability 
goals. 
 
Under the proposed PPA, Solar Liberty will design and install the solar power system on city-owned 
property at 611 West Jackson Road in Lockport at no upfront cost to the City of Lockport. The City will 
then purchase the generated electricity from our financial partner, DSD Connect, at a competitive rate of 
$0.0905 per kWh in the first year, with an annual escalation of 2.5%. This requested escalation rate 
structure ensures predictable energy costs, shielding the City from volatile energy market prices. In the 
final year of the 20-year agreement, that PPA rate will have risen to $0.1447/kWh at that escalation 
rate. As long-term owner of the asset, DSD Connect is responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of 
the solar installation.  
 
Over the course of the 20-year agreement, the City of Lockport is projected to realize an estimated 
savings of $1,517,522. (See cashflow analysis on the next page) These savings are a direct result of the 
City's purchase of solar-generated electricity at a rate below current and projected utility prices. 
 
A Power Purchase Agreement offers several key benefits: 
 

1. Financial Savings: The City will enjoy immediate and long-term savings with no upfront capital 
investment, converting a variable and unpredictable expense into a fixed, predictable cost. 

2. Environmental Impact: The PPA supports the City's commitment to sustainability by reducing 
carbon emissions and promoting clean, renewable energy sources. 

a. See Sustainability and Environmental Impact page for long-term sustainability figures.  
3. Risk Mitigation: Solar Liberty and DSD will assume the operational and maintenance 

responsibilities, mitigating the risks typically associated with energy projects. 
4. Community Leadership: By adopting solar energy, the City of Lockport positions itself as a leader 

in environmental stewardship, setting an example for other municipalities and its residents. 
 
 In is important to note, that this PPA rate does not account for additional utility upgrade costs. 

That can only be determined after the Coordinated Electric System Impact Review (CESIR) study 
is completed with NYSEG. Any utility upgrade costs of significance can increase this PPA rate.  

 
In conclusion, our proposed PPA offers a financially and environmentally beneficial solution for the City 
of Lockport, demonstrating our commitment to providing sustainable energy solutions that align with 
the city's goals and values. In partnership with DSD Connect, we look forward to the opportunity to 
partner with the City of Lockport and contribute to its journey towards a more sustainable and 
economically resilient future. 
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PPA 20-Year Cashflow Analysis 
Cashflow Analysis can be affected by an increase in PPA rate due to increased costs incurred by 
significant NYSEG utility upgrades. These costs can’t be determined until after a CESIR study is 
completed.  
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Sustainability and Environmental Impact 
 
Solar Liberty's installation of a 3,758.4 kW solar system for the City of Lockport represents a significant step 
towards environmental sustainability. Producing an impressive 4,426,223 kWh, this solar installation provides 
substantial environmental benefits. It is equivalent to offsetting the emissions from 185,852,316 miles driven by 
an average car, akin to avoiding the burning of 265,620 five-gallon buckets of coal. Moreover, the carbon offset 
achieved by this project is comparable to growing 1,911,084 tree seedlings for a decade. This initiative 
underscores the City of Lockport's commitment to reducing its carbon footprint and embracing renewable energy 
solutions. 
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Equipment Spec Sheets & Warranties
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